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English Language Arts 



•Text Complexity 
•Growth of ComprehensionReading

•Text Types 
•Responding to Reading
•Research

Writing

•Flexible Communication 
•Collaboration

Speaking & 
Listening

•Conventions
• Effective Use 
•Vocabulary 

Language 







Standards

What a 
student 
should 

know and 
be able to 

do 













Grade
Literary 

Text 
Informational 

Text 
4 50% 50%
8 45% 55%
12 30% 70%

Growing emphasis on informational texts



Problem/Solution 

Cause/Effect

Comparison/Contrast

Definition

Chronology/Series of Events 

Description/Categorization

Informational Text Structures



Setting

Characters

Conflict

Plot

Resolution

Narrative Text Structures







Measuring Qualitative 
Features of Text

• Literary
• Informational   







Measuring Quantitative 
Features of Text

• Literary
• Informational   





Matching Student to 
Text and Task 

• Literary
• Informational   



• What is the instructional reading of each student?

Comprehension

• Do students know the necessary vocabulary?
• Can students read a variety of text structures?
• Can students apply reading strategies as they read?

Prior Knowledge

• Do students have effective decoding skills? 

Decoding Skills 











Persuasive/Argument

Informative/Explanatory

Narratives 



Writing to persuade, to explain, and to convey real or imagined experience

Grade To Persuade To Explain To Convey 
Experience 

4 30% 35% 35%
8 35% 35% 30%
12 40% 40% 20%







Textual Evidence Sentence Starters 
(How do you know???)

1)On page _____, it said …
2)The author wrote …
3)The graphic showed …
4)An example is …
5)In the text it said …
6)I know because …


















