
Grades K–3

Before young children begin to read books, they develop an understanding of the parts 
of words—the individual sounds or phonemes. Children experiencing difficulty with letter-
sound and decoding skills need help learning these skills. Sound Partners is a way to provide 
individual instruction in essential early reading skills to those children who need it most.

Support for Early Readers

voyagersopris.com/soundpartners
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Sound Partners is a research-based, supplementary tutoring program that provides individual instruction 
in phonics-based early reading skills. Sound Partners benefits students learning to read in grades K–1. 
It also provides effective, targeted intervention and support for students in grades 2–3 who have yet to 
master decoding skills.

Designed for one-on-one tutoring, Sound Partners offers direct, systematic, and explicit instruction in 
foundational reading skills. Through lesson activities and storybook reading practice, students work to 
improve alphabetic, phonemic awareness, decoding, word identification, and spelling skills.

Sound Partners meets the criteria for the Evidence for ESSA “Strong” category for 
“Solid Outcomes.”* Follow-up studies** found the positive effects were maintained two 
years later in word reading and comprehension. Numerous independent reviews of the 
program’s research have also confirmed its efficacy.

Tailored Tutoring Solution

Proven Efficacy

*Vadasy, P. F., & Sanders, E. A. (2011). Efficacy of Supplemental Phonics-Based Instruction for Low-Skilled First Graders: How Language Minority Status and Pretest Characteristics Moderate Treatment Response. Scientific Studies of Reading, 15(6), 471–497.

**Vadasy, P.F., & Sanders, E. A. (2013). Two-year follow-up of a code-oriented intervention for lower-skilled first-graders: The influence of language status and word reading skills on third-grade literacy outcomes. Reading and Writing: An Interdisciplinary Journal, 26, 821-843.

Sound Partners:

Sound Partners exclusively incorporates Bob Books readers, an award-winning series 
that supports literacy development.

• Uses lessons designed specifically for tutors, paraprofessionals, and assistants with detailed 
guidance about how to deliver the lessons

• Follows science of reading-based strategies with an explicit Scope and Sequence
• Lessons are highly interactive with tutor modeling and student practice opportunities
• Lessons are 30 minutes per day, four to five days per week

Sound Partners uses research-based strategies that align to the science of reading. 
Through scaffolded practice in phoneme blending and segmenting, it builds decoding, 
word identification, and spelling skills. The program integrates these 
skills into storybook reading practice, applying word-reading strategies in 
context, and includes oral reading sessions to reinforce learning. 

Kindergarten instruction emphasizes alphabetic and phonemic skills with 
applications to blending and segmenting. First grade instruction extends 
from alphabetics, phoneme blending and segmenting, through reading 
more complex words.

By following a consistent routine and gradually progressing to more 
complex content, Sound Partners ensures a structured and effective 
approach to literacy instruction.

Research-Based and Aligned to the Science of Reading
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Sound Partners is effective when tutors follow 
the Scope and Sequence at a brisk pace that engages the student. 
Maintaining a brisk pace allows for students to be working on skills 
not yet mastered while reinforcing previously taught skills through 
varied practice and repetition.

The Tutor and Implementation Manual includes detailed information 
about providing immediate corrective feedback, instructional 
techniques, and additional tutor guidance. 

Students engage in the lessons through interaction with their tutor, sound cards, and an interactive 
student text. Lessons are laid out in a consistent pattern to support tutor delivery and enhance student 
engagement in the learning activities.

During the lesson, the tutor observes the student’s progress to individualize the instruction and 
appropriate level of support.

The Tutor Lesson Book contains step-
by-step directions for delivering the 
instruction. The tutor script is in blue text.

Headings in the Tutor Lesson Book 
clearly define each part of the lesson. 

The corresponding pages from 
the Student Lesson Book are 
embedded into the Tutor Lesson 
Book to make it easier to follow 
along with the student. The Student 
Lesson Book is interactive, allowing 
students to write in or follow along 
with their finger to increase student 
attention and accuracy. Book 
reading is included in lessons to 
reinforce skills and comprehension 
through repeated readings.

Tutoring and 
Implementation Manual

Guided Lessons



We are committed to a long-term partnership with every district that implements our solutions. A free, 
on-demand recorded training is available for all users of Sound Partners. Additional support services are 
available for purchase. Districts can choose from a menu of training and support options including in-
person, online, or a combination of both.

What’s Included in the Sound Partners kits?

*Bob Books images provided courtesy of Bob Books Publications.

Kindergarten

• Tutor Lesson Book
• Student Lesson Book: Lessons 1-70
• Tutoring and Implementation Manual
• Bob Books, Sets 1 and 2

• Tutor Lesson Book
• Student Lesson Books: Lessons 1-60 and 

Lessons 61-108
• Tutoring and Implementation Manual
• Bob Books, Sets 1-5

First Grade

Training

Mastery Tests are included in both 
levels. These tests are designed to be 
administered after each set of lessons to 
assess students’ grasp of the skills taught. 
Data can be used to drive instruction and 
share progress with classroom teachers, 
literacy teams, and parents/caregivers. 

Mastery Tests
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