
A–Z

READING 

READ
IN

G
 

WRITING

COMPREHENSION

FO
U

N
D

ATIO
N

AL SKILLS

VOCABULARY

FI
VE E

SSENTIALS OF AN ADOLESCENT ELA PROGRAM

G
RA

M
M

A
R

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

•  Logical, systematic scope and 
sequence

•  Modern digital platform that 
captivates

•  Intrinsic motivation through 
ownership of learning and 
improvement

•  Academic vocabulary
•  Pre-teach and re-contextualize words 
•  All four depth of knowledge levels
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WHY IT’S IMPORTANTThe ability for students to grow as 
readers and learners depends on a 
strong foundation and closing 
gaps in these skills.

Students must learn how to derive 
meaning and use information to 
think critically and discuss big 
ideas with their peers.

Grammar is the foundation for 
e�ective communication. It is 
essential to understanding 
others and expressing yourself.

Strong, integrated vocabulary instruction is 
crucial to language development and helps 
make meaning to be able to think critically 
about text.

•  Sentence structure 
• Reinforced in writing
• Recursive practice

Learn more about LANGUAGE! Live, the ELA intervention 
program proven to help struggling readers in grades 
5–12 gain nearly TWO YEARS' growth in a single year.

believeliteracyispossible.com
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•  High-interest, relevant, and age-appropriate text
•  Teacher-led support to build content knowledge 

and to make meaning from complex text
•  Collaboration and discussion for critical thinking 

and language development
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WHY IT’S IMPORTANT

Writing is not only a gateway to academic and professional success, 
it is a way for students to express who they are, what they believe, 
and connect with others.

•  Writing in response to close reading
•   Sentence development and paragraph  formation
•   Writing projects, multimedia  presentations, and research skills

Does your reading 
intervention program 
address all aspects of 

language systematically 
and explicitly? 

An e�ective program for 
struggling adolescents should 

do so, while also keeping 
students engaged and 

motivated. 


